PRICE   OF   A   BATH

Dinard, Auguft.

We are perhaps too often unjust in our moral

judgments.   When I suggested to the manager of

a hotel that 8 francs was a bit high for a simple

bath, what I really and indignantly meant was that

the charge was an outrageous ramp.   The manager

very mildly explained to me that he himself paid 5

francs to the waterworks for a cubic metre of cold

water, and that the average bath meant half a cubic

metre of water.   He then had to bear the cost of

heating the water, pay interest on the cost of the

bathroom installation, pay wages for cleaning the

bathroom, pay for the laundering of the towels,

and provide for his overhead charges.   I recalled

a statement of the most efficient hotel-manager I

ever met to the effect that his overhead ^charges

came to 52 per cent, of his turnover.   Thus, if he

bought a botde of wine for 41. ic*/., he must sell it

at about los. to save himself from loss. ...   I

admitted that perhaps 8 francs for a bath was not

such an outrageous ramp after all.

Augaff.

Yesterday evening I took the night-boat to England.
Lives of meek men all remind us we simply don't
know what meekness is. ** My " steward ottered
me his excuses for having recognized me from my
photographs. Can this be surpassed? Also, I
am astonished that anybody can recognize me from
my photographs. But people do. Often I see
them leaning towards each other and I hear them
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